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hairs, and with a smoother longitudinal area having a faint

impression along the middle. There are two transverse
shallow depressions across the surface. On each side there
are three small, blunt, horizontal spines, the front two having
a common base and the third separate. On the front margin,
and situated on each side not very far in front of the anterior

two of the lateral spines, are two small, blunt, and horizontal
spines contiguous at the base. Scutellum broad, witli apex
rounded, and the surface very finely granulate. Elytra broader
at the base than the prothorax, moreshining than the prothorax,
punctate-striate, the punctures being deep and rounded. The
whole surface is tubeiculate, the tubercles being more promi-
nent on the apical area. Each lateral margin with about
eighteen minute teeth, each apical margin with four or five

spines of gradually increasing length. Underside subnitid,

mid-tibia? curved. Claws minute, but distinctly separate and
brown.

Length 3^—4 mm.
Mt.Chirinda,S.E.Mashonaland,Nov.,Dec. 1901 (G.A. K.

Marshall) (type) ; 1 specimen. Grazaland, Dec. 1901 ; 2

specimens. Upper Buzi River, S.E.Mashonaland, 25. ix. 1905
(6r. A. K. Marshall) ; 3 specimens.

Type in the British Museum.
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Studies on Acari. —No. 1. The Genus Demodex, Owen. By Stanley

Hirst. Published by Order of the Trustees of the British

Museum(Natural History) . London, 1919. iii-44 pp., 13 plates,

and 4 text-figures. Price 10s.

This memoir, dealing with skin parasites of microscopic size,

represents the first part of the Author's studies on parasitic Acari.

Although the detection of these creatures is not easy —living, as

they do, embedded in the skin of their hosts, —Mr. Hirst has had

considerable success in finding his material, and has thus sub-

stantially extended our knowlodge of mammalian hosts affected by

this particular form of parasite.

The matter is well arranged ; the first few pages are devoted to

an outline of the frequency of occurrence and effects of the

Parasitism on the Host, dealing with Demodex and Man, and

Follicular or Demodectic Mange of the Dog (and its treatment),

Cat, Horse, Cattle, Pig, and the Goat. Then follows a brief
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historic account, a discussion on the origin and affinities of the

family, and an important account of the external Morphology and

Taxonomy, whilst the rest of the memoir is devoted to the syste-

matic treatment of the genus. It is unfortunate that a Bibliography

had been omitted (due to its leugth and the high cost of printiug

and paper).

Mr. Hirst has demonstrated that the genital opening of the male

is dorsal and situated well forward on the cephalothorax, and,

basing his argument chiefly upon this fact, he suggests that the

family is probably a degenerate branch of the Cheletidte, thus

isolating it from the Tetrapoda (Eriophyidae) and suggesting a

closer relationship between the Thrombidiidaa (or, as is still more

widely used, Trombidiidse) and Sarcoptidae than has generally been

accepted. As, however, the Cheletids are very closely related to

other Acarids wherein the genital opening is ventral, it is possible

that this feature has not the importance here attached to it.

The publication is illustrated by thirteen plates from excellent

drawings by Mr. F. Highley, and it will be seen that the memoir
is not only of distinct value and interest to the systematist, but

also to the biologist and morphologist, and, though Demodex is

regarded as harmless to the majority of those who have studied it,

it may yet loom large in the eyes of the economic bionomist.

Report on Cetacea stranded on ilie British Coasts during 1918. By
Dr. S. F. Harmer, F.B..S. Printed by Order of the Trustees of

the British Museum (Natural History).

These reports are proving a valuable addition to zoological litera-

ture, and this particular one must be regarded as of outstanding

interest, inasmuch as it is shown that the Cetacean recorded last

year as Cuvier's beaked whale (Ziphius cavirostris) from Liscannor,

Co. Clare, has proved, after cleaning and a closer examinatiou than

was then possible, to be a new British whale, and one of remark-

able rarity, Mesoplodon minis. It was only described by the late

Mr. F. W. True from a female example taken at Beaufort Harbour,

North Carolina, in July 1912. The Liscannor specimen is an

adult male, and Dr. Harmer's researches and enquiries elicit the

fact that a third example (sex unknown) is in the possession of the

Museum of University College, Galway, whilst another Galway
specimen in the same collection is referable to the rare Cuvier's

whale (Z. cavirostris) ; both had been erroneously referred to the

Mesoplodon hectori of Gray.


